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U.S. '‘copters pick up Kabul evacuees; Biden focuses on rescues

From Front

By ZEKE MILLER,

ELLEN KNICKMEYER, ROBERT
BURNS and MATTHEW LEE
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S.
military  helicopters flew
info Taliban-held Kabul on
Friday to scoop up would-
be evacuees, American of-
ficials confirmed fo The As-
sociated Press, as President
Joe Biden pledged firmly to
bring all Americans home
from Afghanistan — and
Afghans who aided the
war effort, too.

But Biden's promises, and
the limited U.S. helicopter
sorties beyond the con-
crete barriers ringing the
Kabul airport, came as
thousands more Ameri-
cans and others seek-
ing to escape the Taliban
struggled to get past crush-
ing crowds, Taliban airport
checkpoints and some-
times-insurmountable  U.S.
bureaucracy.

"We will get you home/"
Biden promised Americans
who were still in Afghani-
stan days after the Taliban
retook control of Kabul,
ending a two-decade war.
His comments, delivered at
the White House, were in-
tended to project purpose
and stability at the conclu-
sion of a week during which
images from Afghanistan
more often suggested chao-
os, especially at the airport.
His commitment fo find a
way out for Afghan allies
vulnerable to Taliban at-
tacks amounted to a po-
tentially vast expansion of
Washington's promises, giv-
en the tens of thousands of
Afghan translators and oth-
er helpers, and their close
family members, seeking
evacuation.

"We're making the same
commitment" to Afghan
wartime helpers as to U.S.
citizens, Biden said, offering
the prospect of assistance
to Afghans who largely
have been fighting individ-
ual battles to get the docu-
ments and passage info
the airport that they need
fo leave. He called the Af-
ghan allies "equally impor-
fant" in the evacuations.
Biden is facing continu-
ing criticism as videos and
news reports depict pan-

In this image provided by the U.S. Marine Corps, Marines assigned to the 24th Marine Expeditionary
Unit (MEU) calm infants during an evacuation at Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul,
Afghanistan, Friday, Aug. 20, 2021.

demonium and occasional
violence outside the air-
port.

"I made the decision" on
the timing of the U.S. with-
drawal, he said, his fone
firm as he declared thaft it
was going fo lead to dif-
ficult scenes, no matter
when. Former President
Donald Trump had set it for
May in negoftiations with
the Taliban, but Biden ex-
tended it.

Thousands of people re-
main fo be evacuated
ahead of Biden's Aug.
31 deadline to withdraw
most remaining U.S. froops.
Flights were stopped for
several hours on Friday
because of a backup at
a fransit point for the refu-
gees, a U.S. airbase in Qa-
tar, but they resumed in
the afternoon, including to
Bahrain.

A defense official said
about 5,700 people, includ-
ing about 250 Americans,
were flown out of Kabul
aboard 16 C-17 transport
planes, guarded by a tem-
porary U.S. military deploy-
ment that's building to 6,000
froops. On each of the pre-
vious two days, about 2,000
people were airlifted.
Senior American military of-
ficials told The Associated
Press that an American
CH-47 Chinook helicopter
picked up the Afghans,
mostly women and chil-
dren, and ferried them to

Hamid Karzai International
Airport on Friday. U.S. Ar-
my's 3rd Brigade Combat
Team of the 82nd Airborne
Division airliffed the Af-
ghans from Camp Sullivan,
near the Kabul airport.

The officials say sorties like
this one have been under-
way for days from various
points in Kabul as Afghans
seek to flee the country
taken over by the Taliban.
Intelligence teams inside
Kabul are helping guide
both Americans and Af-
ghans and their families to
the airport or are arranging
for them to be rescued by
other means.

For those living in other cit-
ies and provinces outside
Kabul, CIA case officers,
special operation forces
and agents from the De-
fense Intelligence Agency
on the ground are gath-
ering some U.S. citizens
and Afghan nationals who
worked for the U.S. atf pre-
determined pick-up sites.
The officials would not de-
tail where these airlift sites
were for security reasons.
They spoke on condition of
anonymity because they
were not authorized to dis-
Cuss ongoing operations.
At a Pentagon briefing
this afternoon, spokesman
John Kirby was asked to
confirm reports that US he-
licopters had flown beyond
the airport, to multiple lo-
cations, to pick up people,

Associated Press

both Afghans and Ameri-
cans. Kirby responded: "l
can't confirm those reports.
Noft at this fime."

In Washington, some veter-
ans in Congress were call-
ing on the Biden adminis-
fration to extend a security
perimeter beyond the Ka-
bul airport so more Afghans
could get through.
Pentagon spokesman John
Kirby said a "small number"
of U.S. troops did go outside
the perimeter a short dis-
tance for a "short amount
of time" to help bring in 169
people, but gave no de-
tails. Those were Americans,
Biden said. The administra-
tion has said it's not capa-
ble at current deployment
levels in Kabul of bringing
order to the chaos.

The lawmakers also said
they want Biden to make
clearer that the Aug. 31
deadline for withdrawing
U.S. troops is not a firm one.
The deadline "is contribut-
ing to the chaos and the
panic at the airport be-
cause you have Afghans
who think that they have
10 days to get out of this
country or that door is clos-
ing forever," said Rep. Peter
Meijer, R-Mich., who served
in Irag and also worked in
Afghanistan to help «aid
workers provide humanitar-
ian relief.

With molbs of people out-
side the airport and Taliban
fightersringing its perimeter,

the U.S. renewed its adviso-
ry to Americans and others
that it could not guarantee
safe passage for any of
those desperately seeking
seats on the planes inside.
The Taliban are regularly fir-
ing into the air to try fo con-
frol the crowds, sending
men, women and children
running.

The advisory captured
some of the pandemo-
nium, and what many Af-
ghans and foreigners see
as their life-and-death
struggle to getinside. It said:
"We are processing people
at multiple gates. Due to
large crowds and security
concerns, gates may open
or close without nofice.
Please use your best judg-
ment and attempt to enter
the airport at any gate that
is open."

While Biden has previously
blomed Afghans for the
U.S. failure to get out more
allies ahead of this month's
sudden Taliban takeover,
U.S. officials told The Asso-
ciated Press that American
diplomats had formally
urged weeks ago that the
administration  ramp up
evacuation efforts.

In July, more than 20 dip-
lomats at the U.S. Embassy
in Kabul registered their
concerns that the evacu-
ation of Afghans who had
worked for America was
not proceeding quickly
enough.

In a cable sent through the
State Department's dissent
channel, a fime-honored
method for foreign service
officers to register opposi-
fion to administration poli-
cies, the diplomats said
the situation on the ground
was dire, that the Taliban
would likely seize control of
the capital within months
after the Aug. 31 pullout,
and urged the Biden ad-
ministration to immediately
begin a concerted evacu-
ation effort.

That's according fo officials
familiar with the document
who spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss the in-
ternal debate.

Biden said Friday he had
gotften a wide variety of
fime estimates, though
all were pessimistic about
the Afghan government
surviving.[
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U.S. appeals court refuses to end CDC'’s eviction moratorium

By ALANNA DURKIN RICHER
and GARY FIELDS
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A
federal appeals court on
Friday said a pause on
evictions designed to curb
the spread of the corona-
virus can remain in place
for now, setting up a battle
before the nation’s highest
court.

A three-judge panel of the
U.S. Court of Appeals for
the District of Columbia re-
jected a bid by Alabama
and Georgia landlords fo
block the eviction mora-
forium reinstated by the
Centers for Disease Confrol
and Prevention earlier this
month.

The landlords plan to im-
mediately file an emergen-
cy motion to the Supreme
Court, said National Asso-
ciation of Realtors spokes-
man Pafrick Newton.

“With a majority of the Su-
preme Court in agreement
that any further extension
of this eviction moratorium
requires Congressional au-
thorization, we are con-
fident and hopeful for a
quick resolution,” he said in
an emailed statement.

In a short written decision,
the panel said the appeals
court had rejected a similar
bid and a lower court also
declined to overturn the
moratorium.

“In view of that decision
and on the record before
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Gary Zaremba knocks on an apartment door as he checks in with tenants to discuss building
maintenance at one of his at properties, Thursday, Aug. 12, 2021, in the Queens borough of New

York.

us, we likewise deny the
emergency motion direct-
ed to this court,” the judges
said in the ruling.

The Supreme Court voted
5-4 in June to allow the
moratorium to continue
through the end of July.
But Justice Breft Kavano-
ugh — who joined the ma-
jority — warned the admin-
istration not to act further
without explicit congressio-
nal approval.

The Biden administration al-
lowed an earlier moratori-
um to lapse on July 31, say-
ing it had no legal authority

fo allow it to continue.

But the CDC issued a new
moratorium days later as
pressure mounted from
lawmakers and others to
help vulnerable renters
stay in their homes as the
coronavirus' delta variant
surged. The moratorium is
scheduled to expire Oct. 3.
As of Aug. 2, roughly 3.5
million people in the United
States said they faced evic-
fion in the next two months,
according to the Census
Bureau's Household Pulse
Survey.

The new moratorium tem-
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porarily halted evictions in
countfies with “substantial
and high levels” of virus
transmissions and would
cover areas where 90% of
the U.S. population lives.
The Trump administration
initially put a natfionwide
eviction moraforium in
place last year out of fear
that people who can’t pay
their rent would end up in
crowded living conditions
like homeless shelters and
help spread the virus.
President Joe Biden ac-
knowledged there were
guestions about the legality

of the new eviction freeze.
But he said a court fight
over the new order would
buy time for the distribu-
fion of some of the more
than $45 billion in rental as-
sistance that has been ap-
proved but not yet used.

In urging the appeals court
to keep the ban in place,
the Biden administration
noted that the new morao-
torium was more targeted
than the nationwide ban
that had lapsed, and that
landscape had changed
since the Supreme Court
ruling because of the
spread of the highly conta-
gious delta variant.

The landlords accused
Biden's administration of
caving to political pressure
and reinstating the morato-
rium even though it knew it

was illegal.
“As the President himself
has acknowledged, the

CDC'’s latest extension is
little more than a delay
factic designed to buy
fime fo distribute rental as-
sistance,” their attorneys
wrote in court documents.
A lower court judge ruled
earlier this month that the
freeze is illegal, but reject-
ed the landlords’ request
to lift the moratorium, say-
ing her hands were tied by
an appellate decision from
the last time courts consid-
ered the evictions morato-
rium in the spring.

Man who claimed to have bomb near U S. Capitol held in jCII|

By MICHAEL BALSAMO
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — A
man who claimed he
had a bomb in a pickup
fruck near the U.S. Capi-
tol, prompting evacuations
and an hourslong standoff
with police, told a federal
judge Friday he has not
taken his “mind medica-
fion” and was ordered to
undergo a mental compe-
tency hearing.

Floyd Ray Roseberry ap-
peared before a federal
magistrate judge in Wash-
ington and was charged
with threatening to use a
weapon of mass destruc-
tion and aftempting to
use an explosive device. If
convicted, he could face
a sentence of up to life in

prison.
Roseberry, 49, of Grover,
North Carolina, drove a
black pickup truck onto
the sidewalk outside the
Library of Congress around
9:15 a.m. Thursday and
began shouting to people
in the street that he had a
bomb. He later made the
same bomb threats to po-
lice officers and professed
a litany of anfigovernment
grievances as part of a bi-
zarre episode that he live-
sfreamed for a Facebook
audience.

A law enforcement offi-
cial in North Carolina had
recognized Roseberry and
contacted the FBI to tell
agents that someone had
reported that Roseberry
had recently “expressed

anfi-government views and
an intent to fravel to Virgin-
ia or Washington, D.C. to
conduct acfts of violence,”
according tfo court papers.
The person said Roseberry
also told them he ordered
a trench coat “to protect
him from Taser and pepper
ball guns and he would just
fip his cowboy hat at the
police.”

Roseberry surrendered af-
ter about five hours. Police
later said they did not find
a bomb but did collect
possible bomb-making ma-
terials.

Investigators collected
the device Roseberry had
been holding — a large

rusty can with what he
had claimed was a deto-
nator on top of it. The can

A person is apprehended after being in a pickup truck parked on
the sidewalk in front of the Library of Congress’ Thomas Jefferson
Building, as seen from a window of the U.S. Capitol, Thursday,
Aug. 19, 2021, in Washington.

had about an inch or two
of an unidentified powder
in the bottom of it and a
“fabricated trigger was af-

Associated Press

fached to the top,” court
papers said. The can was
sent to an FBI laboratory to
be examined.]
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New England preps for 1st hurricane in 30 years with Henri

By PHILIP MARCELO and
PAT EATON-ROBB
Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — New Eng-
landers bracing for their first
direct hit by a hurricane in
30 years began hauling
boats out of the water and
taking other precautions
Friday as Tropical Storm
Henri barreled toward the
Northeast coast.

Henri was expected to in-
tensify info a hurricane by
Saturday, the U.S. National
Hurricane Center said. Im-
pacts could be felt in New
England states by Sunday,
including on Cape Cod,
which is teeming with tens
of thousands of summer
tourists.

Massachusetts Gov. Char-
lie Baker on Friday urged
people vacationing on the
Cape to leave well before
Henri hits, and those who
planned fo start vacations
there to delay their plans.
“"We don’'t want people to
be stuck in traffic on the
Cape Cod bridges when
the storm is in full force on
Sunday,” he said.

“This storm is extremely
worrisome,” said Michael
Finkelstein, police chief

and emergency manage-
ment director in East Lyme,
Connecticut. “We haven’t
been down fthis road in
quite a while and there’s
no doubt that we and the
rest of New England would
have some real difficulties
with a direct hit from a hur-
ricane.”

Finkelstein said he's most
concerned about low-lying
areas of town that could
become impossible to ac-
cess because of flooding
and a storm surge.
Thursday marked exactly
30 years since Hurricane
Bob came ashore in Rhode
Island as a Category 2
storm, kiling at least 17
people and leaving behind
more than $1.5 billion worth
of damage.
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This OES-16 East GeoColor satellite image taken Friday, Aug. 20, 2021, at 11:40 a.m. EDT., and

Do

provided by NOAA, shows Tropical Storm Henri in the Atlantic Ocean.

Bob, which left streets in
coastal towns littered with
boats blown free of their

moorings, knocked out
power and water to hun-
dreds of thousands for
days.

Large swaths of the Eastern
seaboard were mopping
up on Friday from the ef-
fects of Henri's predeces-
sor, Tropical Depression
Fred. In North Carolina,
Haywood County Sheriff
Greg Christopher said four
people died and five in-
dividuals remained unac-
counted for, down from
around 20 people reported
missing on Thursday.

The National Weather Ser-
vice warned of the poten-
fial for damaging winds
and widespread coastal

flooding from Henri. Au-
thorities urged people to
secure their boats, fuel up
their vehicles and stock up
on canned goods.

The system was centered in
the Atflantic Ocean about
345 miles (560 kilometers)
south-southeast of Cape
Hatteras, North Carolina,
and about 745 miles (1,200
kilometers) south of Mon-
tfauk Point, New York. It had
maximum sustained winds
of 65 mph (100 kph).

The hurricane watch
stretched across the South
Shore of Long Island from
Fire Island Inlet to Montauk,
and the North Shore from
Port Jefferson Harbor to
Montauk. It also covered
the coast from New Haven,
Connecticut, to Sagamore

n facebook.
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Beach, Massachusetts; and
Nantucket, Martha’s Vine-
yard and Block Island.
The main threatfs were ex-
pected to be storm surge,
wind and rain, forecasters
said.
Storm surge between 3 and
5 feet (1 to 1.5 meters) was
possible from Watch Hill,
Rhode Island, to Sagamore
Beach.
Rainfall between 2 to 5
inches (5 fo 12 centime-
ters) was expected Sunday
through Monday over the
region.
Henri was heading north-
west Friday morning, but
forecasters expect it to
make a furn toward the
north and approach the
New England coast.
At Safe Harbor Marina in
coastal Plymouth, Massa-
chuseftts, Steve Berlo was
among the many boaters
having their vessels pulled
out of the water ahead of
the storm.
“It's rare, but when it hap-
pens, you want to be sure
you're ready,” said Berlo,
54. "Got to protect our sec-
ond home. So that's that.

Now | can sleep tonight.”
In the Hamptons, the ce-
lebrity playground on Long
Island’s east end, officials
warned of dangerous rip
currents and flooding that's
likely fo turn streets, like
mansion-lined Dune Road
on the Aflantic coast, info
lagoons.

Ryan Murphy, the emer-
gency management ad-
ministrator for the Town of
Southampton, said that
while the storm’s frack con-
finues to evolve, "we have
to plan as if it's going to be
like a Category 1 hurricane
that would be hitting us.”
The National Weather Ser-
vice warned residents and
beachgoers on the North
Carolina coast of rip cur-
rents and rough surf associ-
ated with Henri.
Meteorologist Steven Pfaff
of the weather service's
Wilmington  office  said
swells from Henri were ex-
pected to create hazard-
ous surf conditions begin-
ning Friday and continuing
on Saturday.

At the U.S. Navy's subma-
rine base in Groton, Con-
necticut, personnel on
Friday were securing sub-
marine moorings, install-
ing flood gates in front of
doors on some waterfront
buildings, and doubling up
lines on small boats, officials
said.

Families were being en-
couraged to watch the
forecast and make any
necessary preparations.
The Coast Guard urged
boaters to stay off the wa-
ter, saying in a statement:
“The Coast Guard's search
and rescue capabilities de-
grade as storm conditions
strengthen.

This means help could be
delayed.”

At the Port Niantfic marina
in Niantic, Connecticut,
Debbie Shelburn and her
employees were already
busy Friday hauling boats
out of the water and into a
large storage building.
“Basically, it's become all
hands on deck.

No matter your position
mechanic, whatever ev-
erybody is out there help-
ing with the logistics of
moving the boats and get-
ting them secure on land,”
she said..
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Turkish leader: EU must act to forestall Afghan migrant wave

By ELENA BECATOROS and
SUZAN FRASER

Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece (AP) —The
European Union should as-
sist Afghans in Afghanistan
and in neighboring coun-
fries to avoid a new migra-
tion wave, Turkey's presi-
dent told Greece's prime
minister in a telephone call
Friday.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan and
Greece’s Kyriakos Mitso-
takis discussed develop-
ments in Afghanistan in a
rare call, as both countries
worry over a potfential influx
of refugees fleeing the Tal-
iban. Erdogan’s office said
he told Mitsotakis that “a
new wave of migration will
become inevitable if nec-
essary measures are not
taken” to help Afghanistan
and neighboring countries,
such as Iran, where Afghan
migrants would head be-
fore trying to reach Turkey
and Europe.

Erdogan also said that Tur-
key, which has reinforced
its border with Iran, was
discussing the issue of Af-
ghan migrants with Tehran,
according to a statement
from his office. There's
been an increase in recent
weeks in Afghans entering
Turkey from Iran.
Meanwhile, Athens insists it
will not allow a repetition
of 2015, when hundreds

In this Friday, May 21, 2021, a policeman patrols alongside a steel wall at Evros river, near the

village of Poros, at the Greek -Turkish border, Greece.

of thousands of people
crossed in smugglers’ boats
to Greek islands from the
nearby Turkish coast, on
their way to seek asylum
in  more prosperous EU
countries. Turkey has also
expressed concern over
the potential of large num-
bers of Afghans heading its
way. On Thursday, Erdogan
called on European nations
to shoulder the responsibili-
ty for people fleeing the Tal-
iban, warning that Turkey
will not become Europe’s
“refugee warehouse.”

Greece's defense and citi-
zens' protection ministers
visited the northeastern Ev-
ros land border with Turkey
on Friday to view barriers
against potential migratory
pressure and other recently
installed security systems.
Greece has bolstered bor-
der defenses since March
2020, when Turkey an-
nounced its frontier to Eu-
rope was open and en-
couraged thousands of mi-
grants to head to the Greek
side, leading to scenes of
chaos.

Associated Press

Citizens Protection Minister
Michalis Chrisochoidis said
that while Greece is an
EU member and supports
human rights, “we can't
wait apathetically for the
possible  consequences.”
Speaking during his visit to
the Evros area, he added
that Athens would not al-
low migrants to be used to
put pressure on Greece.

“It is our decision tfo defend
and secure our borders,”
he said. “Our borders will
remain safe and inviolate.”
Defense Minister Nikolaos

Panagiotopoulos said
Greece had examined
ways to bolster the surveil-
lonce and guarding of ifs
frontier, while Chrisochoidis
noted that a border fence
about 40 kilometers (25
miles) long had been con-
structed in Evros since the
March 2020 events.

In Turkey, anti-migrant sen-
fiment has been running
high as the country grap-
ples with economic woes,
including high unemploy-
ment, that have been ex-
acerbated by the corona-
virus pandemic.

"We need fo remind our Eu-
ropean friends of this fact:
Europe which has become
the center of atftraction for
millions of people cannot
stay out of (the refugee)
problem by harshly sealing
its borders to protect the
safety and wellbeing of its
citizens,” Erdogan said on
Thursday. “Turkey has no
duty, responsibility or obli-
gation to be Europe’s refu-
gee warehouse,” Erdogan
said.

The previous day, Greek
Migration Minister Notis Mi-
tarachi said the current
priority was to evacuate
Europeans and Afghan citi-
zens who had worked with
EU forces there, but that
Greece "does not accept
fo be the gateway forireg-
ular flows into the EU."

New Chinese law tightens control over company data on users

BEUING (AP) — China is
tightening control over in-
formation gathered by
companies about the pub-
lic under a law approved
Friday by its ceremonial
legislature, expanding the

ruling Communist  Party’s
crackdown on internet in-
dustries.The law would im-
pose some of the world’s
strictest controls on private
sector handling of infor-
mation about individuals

A woman holds an umbrella as she walks past the offices of
Chinese e-commerce firm Alibaba in Beijing on Aug. 10, 2021.
Associated Press

but appears not to affect
the ruling party’s pervasive
surveillance or access to
those corporate data.

Its passage follows anti-
monopoly and other en-
forcement actions against
companies including e-
commerce giant Alibaba
and games and social me-
dia operator Tencent that
caused their share prices to
plunge.

The law, which takes effect
Nov. 1, follows complaints
that companies misused or
sold customers’ data with-
out their knowledge or per-
mission, leading fo fraud
or unfair practices such as
charging higher prices to
some users.

The law curbs what infor-
mation companies can
gather and sets standards

for how it must be stored.
The full text wasn't imme-
diately released, but ear-
lier drafts would require
customer permission o sell
data to another company.
Alibaba shares lost 2.6% in
Hong Kong after news of
the law's passage. Tencent
sank after the announce-
ment but ended up 1%.
Pinduoduo, an online gro-
cer, was down 1.2% in pre-
market trading on the U.S.-
based Nasdaqg. The law is
similar to Europe’s General
Data Protection Regulo-
tion, or GDPR, which limits
collection and handling of
customer data. But unlike
laws in Western countries,
earlier drafts of the Chi-
nese legislation say nothing
about limiting ruling party
or government access to

personal information.

The ruling party has been
accused of using data
gathered about Uyghurs
and other members of pre-
dominantly Muslim ethnic
groups in the northwestern
region of Xinjiang to carry
out a widespread cam-
paign of repression.
Chinese authorities are
“concerned at the volume
of data big tech has in re-
spect of the population
and the power they can
provide,” said Paul Haswell
of law firm Pinsent Masons.
He called the measure Chi-
na's version of the GDPR.
Most organizations, how-
ever, should be prepared
after Chinese authorities
imposed other restrictions
on data oversight, Haswell
said.d



SATURDAY 21 AUGUST 2021 IWGRLD NEWS

Malaysian king picks ex-deputy PM as nation’s new leader

By EILEEN NG

Associated Press

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
(AP) — Malaysia’s longest-
governing political party re-
claimed the premiership it
lost in a shock 2018 election
defeat, after the king on Fri-
day named its candidate,
Ismail Sabri Yaakob, as the
country’s new leader.
Ismail was the deputy prime
minister under the govern-
ment of Muhyiddin Yas-
sin, who resigned Monday
after less than 18 months
in office as infighting in his
codlition cost him maijority
support.

Ismail’'s appointment essen-
tially restores Muhyiddin’s
alliance. It also brings back
the rule of the United Ma-
lays National Organization,
which had led Malaysia
since independence from
Britain in 1957 but was oust-
ed in 2018 elections over a
multibillion-dollar  financial
scandal.

King Sultan Abdullah Sultan
Ahmad Shah said Ismail
had secured the backing
of 114 lawmakers for a slen-
der maijority. He said Ismail,
61, will be sworn in as Ma-
laysia’s ninth prime minister
on Saturday.

The announcement came

affer the monarch met
state Malay rulers who ad-
vised him on the appoint-
ment. The king's role is
largely ceremonial in Ma-
laysia, but he appoints the
person he believes has ma-
jority support in Parliament
as prime minister.

Sultan Abdullah said in a
statement that he hopes
Ismail’s  appointment  will
bring an end to the coun-

j i-".'
Former Deputy Prime Minister Ismail Sabri Yaakob waves to media as he departure to national
palace from UMNO Headquarters in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Thursday, Aug. 19, 2021.

Associated Press

fry's political turmoil. He
urged lawmakers to set
aside their political differ-
ences and unite to fackle
the country’s worsening
pandemic.

“Ismail’'s appointment was
not unexpected. With this,
UMNO is now back in the
driver's seat,” said James
Chin, an Asian expert at
Australia’s University of Tas-
mania.

Ismail’'s 114 votes exceed
the 111 needed for a sim-
ple majority but is close
to the backing Muhyiddin
had and was unable to
keep. Ismail is from UMNO,
the larger party in the al-
liance, leaving him on
firmer ground, but he still
needs Muhyiddin's party
for enough support to lead.
Angry  Malaysians  had
launched an online peti-

tion to protest Ismail’s can-
didacy, with more than
340,000 signatures collect-
ed so far. Many believe
Ismail’'s choice will restore
the status quo, with its per-
ceived failed response to a
worsening pandemic.
Malaysia has one of the
world’s highest infection
rates and deaths per cap-
ita, despite a seven-month
state of emergency and a
lockdown since June. Daily
new infections have more
than doubled since June to
hit a new record of 23,564
on Friday, bringing the
country’s total to over 1.5
million cases. Deaths have
surged to above 13,000.

A lawyer before he joined
politics, Ismail held several
ministerial posts in previ-
ous UMNO governments.
In 2015 as trade minister,
Ismail courted controversy
when he urged ethnic Mo-
lay consumers to boycott
profiteering Chinese busi-
nesses.

In 2018 polls, Ismail waved
the racial card, warning
that every vote for the op-
position was akin to elimi-
nating special privileges
given to Malays under a
decades-old affrmative
action program.

Scottish Greens agree to back pro-independence government

By PAN PYLAS

Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — The Scot-
fish National Party and the
Scottish  Greens agreed
Friday on a power-sharing
deal that falls short of a
coalition government but
could pave the way to an-
other referendum on Scot-
land’s independence from
the U.K. in the coming cou-
ple of years.

The ftwo parties, which
have been locked in nego-
fiations since May after the
SNP fell one seaft short of an
overall majority in the Scot-
tish elections, will cement
the pro-independence
majority in the devolved
Edinburgh-based parlia-
ment over the coming five
years.

The SNP has been in power
since 2007 and ifs leader
Nicola Sturgeon has been
Scotfland’s  first  minister

since late 2014 following
the lost independence
vote earlier that year.

“The publication of this

agreement  today  un-
doubtedly marks a his-
toric moment,” she said.

“Working together to build

a greener, fairer, indepen-
dent Scofland is ground-
breaking.”

Though the Scottish parlia-
ment has an array of pow-
ers, such as in health, edu-
cation and energy matters,
many economic and secu-

Scotland’s First Minister Nicola Sturgeon, center, and Scottish
Green Party co-leaders Patrick Harvie, left, and Lorna Slater
speak to the media at Bute House, Edinburgh, Friday, Aug. 20,

2021.

Associated Press

rity maftters remain within
the orbit of the British gov-
ernment in London.

Under the terms of the
agreement, two Green
lawmakers will be nomi-
nated to become ministers
the first tfime the party has
had such power anywhere
in the United Kingdom.
In return, Green lawmak-
ers will support Sturgeon’s
government in confidence
votes, as well as in annual
budgets.

Scottish Greens co-leader
Patrick Harvie said the re-
covery from the coronao-
virus pandemic requires a
change in the way of do-
ing politics.

“We must build a fairer,
compassionate country
and we must do everything
in our power to tackle the
climate and nature emer-
gencies and deliver a just
transition for all of Scot-

land,” he said.

The agreement will likely
set the stage for a con-
frontation with the British
government over Scoftish
independence. Sturgeon
reiterated her view that she
wants to hold another ref-
erendum on the issue in the
first half of this parliament
in essence before the end
of 2024 provided the pan-
demic is in the past.

British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, the leader of the
Conservative Party, would
have the ultimate author-
ity whether or not to per-
mit another referendum on
Scotland gaining indepen-
dence.

Johnson appears intent
on resisting another vote,
setfing up the possibil-
ity of renewed tensions be-
tween his government
and Sturgeon’s devolved
administration..
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Sources: Brazil's Bolsonaro vexed by central bank autonomy

By DEBORA ALVARES and
DAVID BILLER

Associated Press

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — Bro-
zil's President Jair Bolsonaro
has begun expressing irrita-
fion at the central bank’s
newfound aufonomy as
surging inflafion presents a
threat fo his 2022 reelection
prospects, government of-
ficials fold The Associated
Press.

On Thursday, during a flight
home from Mato Grosso
state, Bolsonaro said he re-
gretted signing the bill into
law earlier this year that
granted the bank auton-
omy, a high-level official
aboard told the AP. Sepa-
rately, Bolsonaro on several
recent occasions has ex-
pressed discomfort with the
autonomy and said that
he would like to interfere
in monetary policy, a min-
ister who has heard such
complaints himself told the
AP. Both spoke on condi-
fion of anonymity because
they weren’t authorized to
speak publicly.

The law passed in Febru-
ary sought to protect the
bank from political med-
dling and burnish  Bro-
zil's economic credibility

/

Brazil’s President Jair Bolsonaro arrives to attend the annual military exercises by the Navy, Army
and Air Force, in Formosa, Brazil, Monday, Aug. 16, 2021.

among investors. Under the
law’s terms, the president
still nominates the central
bank chief, but cannot
fire him for disagreements
about monetary policy.

Bolsonaro in 2018 provided
assurances that he would
remain hands-off econom-
ic policymaking, and the
market celebrated his pick
to lead the central bank:

economist and former
tfrader Roberto Campos
Neto, who began a fixed
four-year term in April.

That has prompted a sell-
off due to concerns about
Brazil's fiscal policy outlook,
as well as speculation the
market could give up hope
on the Bolsonaro adminis-
tration’s will or ability to de-
liver further reforms -- par-

Grace heads for a second

hit on Mexican coast

By FABIOLA SANCHEZ
Associated Press

TULUM, Mexico (AP) — Hur-
ricane Grace temporarily
knocked back fo tropical
stform force headed Fri-
day for a second landfall
in Mexico, this time taking
aim at the Gulf coast after
crashing through the coun-

o by =

fry's main fourist strip.

The storm lost punch as it
zipped across the Yucatan
Peninsula, but it emerged
late Thursday over the relo-
fively warm Gulf of Mexico
and was gaining energy.
The U.S. National Hurricane
Center said Grace’s winds
were back up to 90 mph

Vehicles lay under a metallic structure brought down by the
winds of Hurricane Grace in Playa del Carmen, Quintana Roo
state, Mexico, Thursday, Aug. 19, 2021.

Associated Press

hurricane

(150 kph) early Friday. It
was centered about 145
miles (230 kilometers) north-
east of the port of Veracruz
and was heading west at
10 mph (17 kph).

Grace was slowing over
the warm waters of Bay of
Campeche, leading fore-
casters to warn that the
storm will get stronger be-
fore making landfall. Mex-
ico’s weather service had
warned earlier in the week
that Grace could make the
second landfall as a Cate-
gory 2 hurricane.

The forecast track would
take it toward a coastal re-
gion of small fishing towns
and beachresorts between
Tuxpan and Veracruz, likely
Friday night, then over a
mountain range toward
the heart of the country
and the greater Mexico
City region. 4

Associated Press

ticularly as the president
keeps focusing energy on
his simmering feud with the
Supreme Court.
Twelve-month inflation s
tracking at almost 9%, its
fastest pace in over five
years.

After the government drew
down pandemic welfare
disbursements, the poor

have been especially hard
hit by double-digit increas-
es in the prices of food-
stuffs, cooking gas and
electricity.

Economists surveyed by
the monetary authority
have raised their median
2021 inflation forecast for
19 straight weeks, to 7.05%.
That would mean the cost
of living will exceed the
cenfral bank’s target for
the first fime in six years.
The bank in 2021 is target-
ing 3.75%, plus or minus 1.5
percentage poinfts.
Economists expect 3.9%
inflafion in 2022, nearly the
midpoint of the bank’s tar-
get range after creeping
upward in recent weeks.
Still, the minister who spoke
on condition of anonymity
told the AP that Bolsonaro
has spoken of his concern
about out-of-control infla-
fion during the election
year. There have been
reports that the ongoing
drought — Brazil's worst in
9 decades — could pres-
ent sharp inflation pressure
associated  with  costlier
thermoelectric generation
rather than hydroelectric
plants. [
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Vaccination marathon (Vacunathon) this Sunday, August 22, 2021,
at the Ritz Carlton hotel

ORANJESTAD - The Department of Public Health
and the Ministry of Health, in cooperation with
the Social Security Bank (SVb) and General
Health Care Insurance (AZV) organize another
Vacunathon (Vaccination Marathon) for all in-
habitants of Aruba that are not vaccinated as
yet.

The Vacunathon takes place on Sunday, Au-
gust 22, 2021, at the Ritz Carlton hotel from 9.00
a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Allinhabitants age 12 and old-
er are invited to get their vaccine on this day.
Bring your AZV card, or passport if you do not
have an AZV card.

Pfizer is the available vaccine because of ifs
high efficacy. People that only got one shot can
also get their second shot on this day. However,

for this vaccine there is a minimum interval of

three weeks between the first and second shot.

Persons that can get the vaccine on Sunday,

August 22, 2021, at the Ritz Carlton are:

e Children age 12 -17 years living in Aruba.
Their parent must accompany them and
must bring with them their AZV card. Persons
12+ registered at the Civil Registry (CENSO)
and/ or with an AZV card.

* Immigrants 12 years and older that do not
have an AZV card or noft registered in the
Civil Registry. They must have lived more
than six months in Aruba and have proof of
if.

*  Pregnant women.

* Breastfeeding women.

* Persons that tested positive for COVID-19, 8

eight weeks or more ago.

* Aruban students on vacation or doing an
internship in Aruba

* Persons who goft their first dose more than
three weeks ago.

Please note that the vaccination marathon
is not for tourists or children younger than 12
years. Persons that test positive for COVID-19
must wait eight weeks after the lab test to get
vaccinated. Do not go to the Vaccination Mar-
athon, if you have symptoms. Please go get a
COVID-19 test.

Please make use of this opportunity, especially
for our youth that soon will start school. Vacci-
nate to protect yourself, your family, and your
happy island.]

Dutch emergency aid on its way to Haiti

SAVANETA — The Nether-
lands offers emergency
aid to Haiti. HNLMS Holland
is on its way to the coun-
try that was hit by a severe
earthquake on Saturday.
The naval ship is loaded in
Curacao with, among other
things, food, water and re-
lief supplies. Also on board
are an NH90 helicopter, fast
craft and a team of at least
22 additional military per-
sonnel. It concerns marines
and engineers of the army.

The military has a number
of dinghies at their disposal.
This includes bringing civil-
ian international medical
personnel fo the hardest hit
parts of Haiti. The military
is mainly involved in the
distribution of food, relief
supplies and medical sup-
plies. They also map out
damage so that it is clear
what is needed to provide
help there. The Netherlands
works closely with the Eu-
ropean Union, the United

Kingdom and the United
States. The Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and the EU are
financing the deployment
of the naval vessel. The Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs has
the humanitarian budget
for this. The military emer-
gency aid comes on fop
of the financial aid that the
Netherlands has already
made available to, among
others, the Red Cross and
UN organisations.

Dead and wounded

The death toll in Haiti has
now risen to more than
2,100. It is estimated that
around 10,000 were injured.
More than 135,000 proper-
ties were damaged or de-
stroyed.

It concerns houses, hospi-
tals and schools. Health-
care and clean drinking
water are scarce, which
can lead to large-scale
outbreaks of cholera.

75-strong crew

The Commander of the
Navy in the Caribbean di-
rects the military deploy-
ment of emergency aid.
The patrol ship is in principle
deployed for 2 weeks. On
board the Holland, next
to the emergency team,
there is a crew of approxi-
mately 75 and a few Mare-
chaussees. The Holland
has been in the Caribbean
since May 2021, among
others for drug control.(]

Aruba received 100,178 stopover visitors in July 2021, 18.4% more
than the 84,592 stopovers received in June 2021

ORANJESTAD — According to
Aruba Tourism Authority, Aruba
received 100,178 stopover arriv-
als in July 2021, 18.4% more than
the 84,592 stopovers it received in
June 2021.

Aruba closed its borders to tour-
ist arrivals as of March 17th 2020
and re-opened only to visitors from
Curacao and Bonaire as of June
15th 2020 and then to visitors from
Europe, Canada, and the Carib-
bean as of July 1st 2020. Aruba re-
opened fo visitors from the USA on
July 10th 2020. Consequently, there
were just 12,921 stopover visitors in
July 2020.

The 100,178 stopovers received in
July 2021 were 96.8% of the 103,464
stopovers received in July 2019.
Compared with 2019, stopover ar-
rivals from the USA increased by
8.9%, growing from 79,725 arrivals
in July 2019 to 86,789 arrivals in July
2021. Arrivals from the USA com-
prised 86.6% of all arrivals in July
2021 up from 77.1% in July 2019.

Arrivals from Canada dropped by
86.9%, from 2,692 in July 2019 to 353
stopovers in July 2021. Arrivals from
the Netherlands grew by 38.7%,
from 3,671 in July 2019 to 5,091 in
July this year. Aruba re-opened its
ports to visitors in June of this year
and during July 2021 received four

cruise ship calls and a total of 6,930
cruise passengers.

In the first seven months of 2021
Aruba saw a 76.5% increase in the
number of stopover visitors, grow-
ing from 241,673 visitors in the first
seven months of 2020 to 426,565
visitors in the first seven months of
this year. The number of stopovers
from the USA grew by 103.3% dur-
ing the first seven months, from
185,108 in 2020 to 376,290 through
the end of July 2021. Compared
with the first seven months of 2019,
the 426,565 stopover visitors re-
ceived in the first seven months of
2021 was 62.8% of the 679,113 stop-
overs received in the first seven

months of 2019. There were 376,290
stopovers from the USA in the first
seven months of 2021, 73.1% of the
515,068 received from the USA in
the first seven months of 2019.

The number of visitors staying in
hotels in the first seven months of
2021 declined by 44.5% compared
with the same seven months of
2019, falling from 350,892 visitors in
2019 to 194,781 in the same seven
months of 2021. The share of visitors
staying in hotels fell from 51.7% in
the first seven months of 2019 to
45.7% in the same seven months of
2021.

Continued on Page 10
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Saba youth train with
professional coaches

SABA—Organized by the
Saba Youth Council with
funding from the Ministry of
Public Health, Welfare and
Sport (VWS), youngsters on
Saba in the first two weeks
of August took part in soc-
cer and volleyball practic-
es offered by professional
coaches from the Nether-
lands and Aruba.

The successful  project
which had a large turn-out,
called the Gain Train, was
initiated by the Saba Youth
Council. The Youth Coun-
cil approached the Public
Health Department of the
Public Entity Saba a few
months ago fo assist.

Four coaches came to
Saba for two weeks of
practice. While on the is-
land, Ine Klosters and Jo-
landa Gudde (both from
the Netherlands) of the
Netherlands Volleyball As-
sociation (NEVOBO), and
Bert Zuurman (the Neth-
erlands) and Elvis Albertus
(Aruba) of the Royal Neth-
erlands Soccer Associo-
tion (KNVB), also provided
coaching courses. The
KNVB coaches and the
trainings that they provid-
ed were part of the KNVB
WorldCoaches program.
Commissioner of Sports
and Public Health Rolando
Wilson said he was very
pleased with the visit of the
four coaches. "Their visit
and the professional train-
ings that they provided
fit right in Saba’s healthy
lifestyle policy and our ob-
jective to keep our peo-

ple, including the young-
sters, active and healthy. |
commend and thank the
coaches for a wonderful
job,” said Wilson. The pro-
gram consisted of daily
soccer practices in the
morning with the first ses-
sion for children age 6 to 11
and the second session for
12-19 years old. Volleyball
practices took place in the
afternoon, with the first ses-
sion 6-11 years old and the
second session 12-19 years
old. The coaching courses
for persons 16 years and up
also took place on a daily
basis. The soccer trainings
took place on the Johan
Cruyff Court in The Bottom,
while the volleyball train-
ings were at the school
gym in St. John's.

When the coaches ar-
rived, the Youth Council
held a reception at the
Cottage Club Hotel to wel-
come the coaches and
infroduce them to the is-
land. The program ended
on Safurday night, August
14, with a gala event at
Queen’'s Garden to honor
the coaches and all par-
ficipants. The gala event
included a full dinner and
awards. The four coaches
were scheduled to leave
for St. Eustatius on Sunday,
August 15 for similar train-
ings with the youth there,
but because of inclement
weather, they could not
leave Saba unfil Monday
and Tuesday. The visit of
the coaches to Saba and
St. Eustatius has been fi-
nanced by the Ministry of
vws.Qd

Consumers more optimistic in the

second quarter of 2021
Results for the second quarter of 2021

ORANJESTAD - During the
second quarter of 2021,
consumers felt more op-
timistic as the consumer
confidence index rose by
3.1 index point to 96.7.

By the end of the sec-
ond quarter, fop of mind
consumer concerns were
the price levels as 86 per-
cent of those surveyed
expected that prices will
increase during the com-
ing 6 months while 54
percent of respondents
felt that their household'’s
financial situation was im-
pacted by the COVID-19
pandemic and economic
measures, which is 3 per-
centage points less com-
pared to previous quarter
(Q1-2021: 57 percent).
Meanwhile, 46 percent of
those surveyed reported
that finding a job has be-
come more difficult over
the past 6 months (Q1-
2021: 70 percent). Also,
46 percent perceived the
financial position of the
government to continue
worsening, even though
this is 19 percentage
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points less compared fto
previous quarter (Q1-2021:
65 percent). Although 21
percentage points less in
comparison fo previous
quarter, 43 percent indi-
cated that they were still
concerned with COVID-19
being a threat to their per-
sonal health (Q1-2021: 64
percent).

In the second quarter of
2021, the present situation
index grew by 4.6 index
points to 96.7, while the
future expectation index
reached 101.3, a growth
of 5.3 index points from
96.0 in the previous quar-
ter, reflecting more opti-
mistic sentiments amongst
respondents. Half of those
surveyed expected the
Aruban economy to take
more than 2 years to fully
recover from the CO-

WMo m
2020 2021

VID-19 crisis (Q1-2021: 56
percent). In the second
quarter of 2021, 67 percent
reported that buying a car
was not suitable (Q1-2021:
72 percent), 62 percent
indicated that taking out
a loan was not appropri-
ate (Q1-2021: 67 percent),
while 57 percent reported
that taking out a mort-
gage was unsuitable (Q1-
2021: 61 percent). Close to
50 percent stated that go-
ing on vacation was not
appropriate (Q1-2021: 62
percent). Consequently,
the consumer purchasing
habit index stood at 94.4
in the second quarter.

More information on the
Consumer Confidence
survey is available on
CBA's website (https://
www.cbaruba.org/).d
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St.Maarten/St.Martin Research and Development Center

by Cdr. Bud Slabbaert

It is common knowledge that the economies
in the Caribbean desperately need diversifica-
tion. Being dependent for about 70-85% on tour-
ism is insane. It is sad that no realistic alterna-
tives have been developed yet as the dilemma
is older than V.S.O.P. ripened in an oak barrel.
The problem needs attention because it is hotter
than a firecracker lit on both ends. Sure, there
is a lot of ‘um diddle diddle diddle um diddle
ay’-talk about it, but there are no meaningful
initiatives or results. More of the same, tourism
development, is not a solution but rather fueling
the problem. Maybe a look from different per-
spective in a time now, where the pandemic
circumstances provide more time for ponder-
ing and planning.

The formation of a Research and Development
Center can be a crucial element of the devel-
opment of future advancement and sustain-
able growth. It is the place where scientists and
engineers will meet, plan, investigate, and test
inventions, innovations, and technologies that
are developed at the center. It will also be a
laboratory for studying any kind of impact of
projects as a whole orits individual components
on social-economic and environmental mat-
ters, as well as how exireme external conditions
may impact the project.

The ultimate mission of the Center is fo contrib-
ute to the production and dissemination of new
rigorous evidence and products that provide
practical solutions to issues, confrontations and
problems that shall not be overlooked in this or
any other project of its kind worldwide. Topics
or projects may vary and pertain to unique re-
gional circumstances that can also be applied
in other areas.

The R&D Center will:

* provide leadership in defining research and
development directions within its topic ar-
eas.

* attract scientists, engineers and students to
visit the location (education/science tour-
ism).

* be subject to worldwide media exposure of
new development or discovery.

e funcftion as an educational resource center
(motivating local youth).

e create opportunities for cooperation with
other educational institutions of various lev-

5t.Maarten - St.Martin

h and
lopment

els for the development of new dedicated
programs and conducting supplemental
research.

* exfend the dissemination of its findings
though online educational and informao-
tional offerings.

* impact the economy positively, without
dependency on trends; it may diversify the
sources of revenue of the local economy.

* offer local employment for non-academic
supporting and supplementary services.

* inspire the future plans of young people in
the community and region.

It is envisioned that the Research Center will be-
come a permanent institution that will continu-
ously explore all aspects of the development
for regional needs but also applications that
are useful worldwide. It will find its own place in
the international community of Research and
Development Centers. It is infended that it will
remain permanently on its locatfion. As such
the R&D Center may be considered an equal
gift and asset to both sides of the hosting island
community.

Who is going pay for it?

The local governments will not have the fund-
ing for it...., period. However, the governments
of the Netherlands and France, or even the Eu-
ropean Union may be interested to contribute.
There should be nothing against supporting a
program that equally benefits the communities
on both sides of the island. Seen as a vision, it
could equally support socio-economic prosper-
ity of both territories.

It should not be subject to local politics but be
an independent international project. Because
of the chosen international status, it might be

that international organizations are willing to
provide support. It could even have the form
of a private-public-partnership. Industries spend
vast amounts of funding on research and de-
velopment and have their own development
centers and laboratories. However, it can be
advantageous for them to outsource projects
or have a representation in a particular geo-
graphic location or environment. They could
help the research projects with knowledge in-
put or feedback. They may receive privileges
on sharing property rights or being the benefi-
ciary of research and development results.

In business, there is no such a thing as a free
lunch. But, if a project is of significant impor-
tance to development and testing of products
or techniques, industries are willing fo invest. On
the one hand the support will be a form of do-
nafion by the industry for a good cause, on the
other hand it is an opportunity for them to de-
velop innovations that may result in new busi-
ness opportunities. The R&D Center can be a
testlab where new materials and techniques
can be experienced under real typical region-
al circumstances and will be further developed
onsite. If it becomes a complex project, it could
also mean that several industries will cooperate
fo find a joint solution and an opportunity how
their products or services may complement
each otherin a united effort. Nothing is impossi-
ble and it could happen here in the Caribbean.

Does it all make sense?

To name a neutral territory, Switzerland is one of
the highest spenders on research and develop-
ment in the world. Switzerland invests over US$
17.5 billion in research and development annu-
ally, which is equivalent to around 3% of its gross
domestic product. The private sector is a major
player when it comes to research and develop-
ment. In previous years it invested a total of US$
14 billion (2.2% of GDP) in R&D. Sure, Switzerland
is known to be a wealthy country. Research
and development confributes to it.

What's next?

More than happy to think about it and consider
ite Being ‘more than happy' sounds like a dan-
gerous mental condition after consuming illegal
substances. And complacency borders on wait-
ing and hoping for lightning to strike. For those
looking for an easy way-out response: “If we
don't know it already, we're not interested.” ]

Aruba received 100,178 stopover visitors in July 2021

Continued from Page 8

In the first seven months of 2021
140,936 visitors used tfimeshare
accommodation, 78.0% of the
180,579 visitors who used such ac-
commodation in the first seven
months of 2019, with the sector’s
share growing from 26.6% in 2019
to 33.0% in 2021.

The total number of visitors stay-

ing in timeshare resorts grew by
124.8% in the first seven months
of 2021 compared with the same
seven months of 2020.

Visitors using other accommoda-
fion — private homes, condomini-
ums, short term rental accommo-
dation and apartments — fell by
38.5% when comparing the first
seven months of 2019 with the
same seven months of 2021 from

147,642 visitors in 2019 to 90,848 in
2021, with the share dropping from
21.7% in 2019 to 21.3% in 2021.

In the first seven months of 2021
the primary carrier was JetBlue
which brought in 124,232 non-res-
ident visitors, 29.1% of all stopover
arrivals, while American Airlines
brought in 109,815 non-resident
visitors, 25.7% of all visitors. United
Airlines brought in 69,925 visitors

with Delta carrying 49,781 arriv-
als. These four carriers brought in
82.9% of all visitors in the first seven
months of 2021.

Aruba received 7 cruise ship calls
in 2021 with 8,519 cruise passen-
gers compared with the 98 calls
cruise ships made in 2020 and
255,384 passengers.
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Climate impact of coal sales from U.S. lands scrutinized

By MATTHEW BROWN
Associated Press

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — U.S.
officials launched a review
Thursday of climate dam-
age and other impacts
from coal mining on public
lands as the Biden admin-
istration expands ifs scru-
finy of government fossil
fuel sales that contribute to
greenhouse gas emissions.
The review also will consid-
er if companies are paying
fair value for coal extract-
ed from public reserves
in  Wyoming, Montana,
Colorado, Utah and other
states, according to a fed-
eral register notice outlining
the administration’s intents.
Coal combustion for elec-
fricity remains one of the
top sources of U.S. green-
house gas emissions, even
affer many power plants
shut down over the past
decade because of con-
cerns over pollution.
Almost half the nation’s
annual coal production —
some 250 million tons last
fiscal year — is mined by
private companies from
leases on federal land, pri-
marily in Western states.
Codl lease sales were tem-
porarily shut down under
President Barack Obama
because of climate con-
cerns, then revived under
President Donald Trump as
he sought to bolster the de-
clining industry.

Among  President  Joe
Biden's first actions in his first
week in office was to sus-
pend oiland gas lease sales
— a move later blocked by
a federal judge — and he

tons of coal at the Spring Creek coal mine near Decker, Mont.

faced pressure from envi-
ronmental groups to take
similar action against coal.
Few leases have been sold
in recent years as coal de-
mand shrank drastically,
but the industry’'s oppo-
nents want fo ensure it
can’t make a comeback
as wildfires, drought, rising
sea levels and other ef-
fects of climate change
worsen, according fo a
report last week from the
Infergovernmental  Panel
on Climate Change. The
Interior Department review
will consider the effects of
coal mining on air quality
and the local environment,
whether leasing decisions
should consider if the fuel
will be exported, and how
coal supports the nation’s

energy needs.

The agency said it will take
30 days of public comment
and plans to announce its
next steps by November.
The coal program brought
in $387 million for federal
and state coffers through
royalties and other pay-
ments last year, accord-
ing to government data.
It supports thousands of
jobs and has been fiercely
defended by industry rep-
resentatives, Republicans
in Congress and officials in
coal producing states.
“"Our public lands are in-
fended for mulfiple uses,
including the production of
affordable, reliable energy
for all Americans, and we
look forward to providing
comment throughout the

GM extends recall to cover all Chevy
Bolts due to fire risk

DETROIT (AP) — Gener-
al Motors is recalling all
Chevrolet Bolt electric ve-
hicles sold worldwide to
fix a battery problem that
could cause fires.

The recall raises questions
about lithium ion batter-
ies, which now are used in
nearly all electric vehicles.
President Joe Biden wants
to convert 50% of the U.S.
vehicle fleet from internal
combustion to electric-
ity by 2050 as part of a

broader effort to fight cli-
mate change. The recall
announced Friday adds
about 73,000 Bolts from the
2019 through 2022 model
years to a previous recall
of 69,000 older Bolts.

GM said that in rare cases
the bafteries have two
manufacturing defects
that can cause fires.

The Detroit-based auto-
maker said it will replace
the battery modules in all
the vehicles.

The move will cost the
company about $1 billion.
GM said owners should lim-
it charging to 90% of bat-
tery capacity. The Bolfs, in-
cluding a new SUV, should
be parked outdoors unfil
the modes are replaced.

The original recall was
blomed on a manufac-
turing defect at a South
Korean factory run by LG
Chemical Solution, GM'’s
battery supplier. But the
company said an inves-

Associated Press

government’s review,” said
Ashley Burke with the Na-
tional Mining Association,
an industry lobbying group.
California, New York, New
Mexico and Washington
state sued after then-Inte-
rior Secretary Ryan Zinke
revived coal lease sales in
2017. The Northern Chey-
enne Tribe, joined by the
Sierra Club and other envi-
ronmental groups, also filed
a legal challenge, while
state officials from Wyo-
ming and Montana argued
against reviving the mora-
torium. The Biden adminis-
fration had sought to delay
the legal challenges, but a
federal judge said in June
that the states and environ-
mentalists faced potential
damage if the case got

stalled. U.S. District Judge
Brian Morris cited pending
lease applications for thou-
sands of acres of federal
land holding at least 1 bil-
lion tfons of coal.

Interior officials said the
review would not impact
pending lease sales and
modifications, or permits
to dig existing leases. They
also pledged to hold direct
talks with Native American
tribes that could be affect-
ed. A small number of tfribes
have coal, while others his-
torically have opposed de-
velopment.

Thursday's action was re-
ferred to as a “good first
step” by Earthjustice aftor-
ney Jenny Harbine, who
represents environmental
groups and the Northern
Cheyenne in the legal dis-
pute. But she and others
said they'll keep pressing
Biden to end all coal, ol
and gas exiractions from
U.S. lands.

"We're sitting here in re-
cord heat and choking
wildfires,” Harbine said.
“There couldn’t be a more
important time of the ad-
ministration to take action
to end fossil fuel production
from our federal lands.”

In 2017 and 2018, the gov-
ernment sold leases for
134 million tons of coal on
public land in six states, ac-
cording to figures provided
by the Interior Department.
That's a relatively small
amount compared with

previous years, for example
2011 and 2012, when more
than 2 billion tons were sold
in Wyoming alone.d

This Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020 file photo shows a 2020 Chevrolet

Bolt EV on display at the 2020 Pittsburgh International Auto

Show in Pittsburgh.

Associated Press

figation showed that the batteries made at ofher

defects are possible in

sites.(]



A12|SCIENGE

SATURDAY 21 AUGUST 2021

CROSSWORD PO o[k
By THOMAS JOSEPH NOIN ATE
ACROSS 40 Make HC DHEHE
1Cleared  blank E Tl ?E
tables 41 Venomous  TETTE FIElR
6 Court viper EE Blalm
sport 42 Cars P AR[S
11 Foreword  scars A NIT T
12 Cupid's MO TIOJN
P ONJE E[R[A
missie ~ DOWN SEIR RIR[Y
13Burglars 1 Partial Yesterday's answer
hane 2 Different _
14Keyedup 3 Asserts 20 Picked by 28Lend a
the party hand
15 Subs 4 Screws up 21 M 290
17Lend & 5 Held sway 4g. ompo-
hand 6 Topper workers nents
18—outa 7 Smelters 245pors 30 Sweel
living supply dnnlk raisin
29 — Plaines % Suggests 28 Vacation learing
23Homes  10Ngbel for  spot 36 Fabric
24 Physics one 27 James color
hits 16 "Lolita” Clavell 37 Anvil's
25 2021 writer book place
Masters T g 3 [F F @ |J
champ =
Matsuya- -
ma
27 Kegneed |'° 17
30 Adapted  [5 3 ENT
from = o
31 "Do —
7l
say!
32 Trouble 25 &
33 Exec's 30
case -
35 Dagger
)
part
38 Subject 3
39 Tanzania [
neighber
8-21
AXYDLBAAXE
SLONGFELLOW
Ooe lerter stands for another, T this sample. A s used

for the thege Tow, X dor the two 075, ¢te, Suogle letters,
apostrophes, the length and  formution of 1he words

are all Tims, Fach doay the code letters are dillerent.
8-21 CRYPTOQUOTE

JKX /A 1Fs MEKODUICCOYKE [BYX
FZMZCOCVLVAC, FKL JRDYDBVYVZC.
QVLUDKDL LUZ0O. UDOITFVILW
MIFIFKIL CDRDBXYVXS, — S50V JI14)I

Yesterday's

INTELLIGENCE
BECAUSE IT

Cryptoguete;

BAUDRILLARILD

ARTIFICIAL

I3 DEVOID OF INTELLIGENCE
I5 DEVOID OF ARTIFICE. — ITAN

South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster holds a model of a horseshoe crab, whose blood is a vital
component in the contamination testing of injectable medicines - including the coronavirus
vaccines - at Charles River Labs on Friday, Aug. 6, 2021, in Charleston, S.C.

Associated Press

Clean needles depend on the blue
blood of horseshoe crabs

By MEG KINNARD
Associated Press
CHARLESTON, S.C. (AP)
— It's one of the stranger,
lesser-known aspects of
U.S. health care the striking,
milky-blue blood of horse-
shoe crabs is a crifical com-
ponent of tests to ensure in-
jectable medications such
Qs coronavirus  vaccines
aren't contaminated.

To obtainit, harvesters bring
many thousands of the
creatures to laboratories
to be bled each year, and
then return them to the sea
a practice that has drawn
criticism from conservation-
ists because some don't
survive the process.

The blood, which is blue
due to its copper content,
is coveted for proteins used
to create the LAL test, a
process used to screen
medical products for bac-
teria. Synthetfic alternatives
aren't widely accepted
by the health care indus-
fry and haven't been ap-
proved federally, leaving
the crabs as the only do-
mestic source of this key
ingredient.

Many of these crabs are
harvested along the coast
of South Carolina, where
Gov. Henry McMaster pro-
moted the niche industry
as key to the development
of a domestic medical sup-
ply chain, while also notfing

that environmental con-
cerns should be explored.
“We don't want to have to
depend on foreign coun-
fries for a lot of reasons,
including national secu-
rity, so it's good to see this
company thriving in the
United States,” McMaster
fold The Associated Press
this month during a visit to
Charles River Laboratories
at its Charleston facilities,
to which AP was granted
rare access. “We want to
do everything we can fo
onshore all of these critical
operations.”
Horseshoe cralbs
arthropods

aquatic
shaped like

helmets with long tails are
more akin to scorpions than
crabs, and older than dino-
saurs. They've been scurry-
ing along the brackish floors
of coastal waters for hun-
dreds of millions of years.
Their eggs are considered
a primary fat source for
more than a dozen species
of migratory shore birds,
according fo South Caroli-
na’'s Department of Natural
Resources.

Their value to avoiding in-
fection emerged after sci-
entists researching their
immune response injected
bacteria info horseshoe
crabs in the 1950s.
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Japan aims to bring back soil samples from Mars
moon by 2029

By MARI YAMAGUCHI
Associated Press

TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s
space agency plans fo
bring soil samples back
from the Marsregion ahead
of the U.S. and Chinese
missions now operating on
Mars, in hopes of finding
clues to the planet’s origin
and traces of possible life.
The Japan Aerospace Ex-
ploration Agency, or JAXA,
plans to launch an explorer
in 2024 to land on the Mar-
tian moon Phobos to col-
lect 10 grams (0.35 ounce)
of soil and bring it back to
Earth in 2029.

The rapid return trip would
put Japan ahead of the
United States and China in
bringing back samples from
the Martian region despite
starting later, project man-
ager Yasuhiro Kawakatsu
said in an online news con-
ference Thursday.

In this April 30, 2021, file image taken by the Mars Perseverance rover and made available by
NASA, the Mars Ingenuity helicopter, right, flies over the surface of the planet.
Associated Press

NASA's Perseverance rover
is operatfing in a Mars crao-
ter where it is to collect 31
samples that are to be re-
turned to Earth with help
from the European Space
Agency as early as 2031.
China landed a spacecraft
on Mars in May and plans
to bring back samples
around 2030.

JAXA scientists  believe
about 0.1% of the surface
soil on Phobos came from
Mars, and 10 grams could
contain about 30 granules,
depending on the consis-
tency of the soil, Kawakat-
su said.

Tomohiro Usui, professor at
the Institute of Space and
Astronautical Science, said
soil on Phobos is likely to be
a mixture of material from
the moon itself and mao-
terial from Mars that was
spread by sandstorms. Col-
lecting samples from mul-
fiple locations on Phobos
could provide a greater
chance of obtaining pos-
sible traces of life from Mars
than obtaining soil from a
single location on Mars, he
said.

Any life forms that might
have come from Mars will
have died because of
harsh solar and cosmic ra-
diation on Phobos, JAXA
scientists said. The NASA
and the European Space

Agency missions focus on
potential life forms and
evolution of the area of the
Jezero crater, believed to
be an ancient lake.

By studying Phobos sail
samples including material
from Mars, scientists hope
to learn about the evolu-
fion of the Martian bio-
sphere, Usui said.

He said Japanese research
on Phobos and NASA's
samples from specific loca-
fions in the Martian crater
can complement each

other and could lead to
answers to questions such
as how Martian life, if pres-
ent, emerged and evolved
in time and place.

Last December, a JAXA
probe, Hayabusa2,
brought back more than 5
grams (0.19 ounce) of soail
from the asteroid Ryugu,
more than 300 million kilo-
meters (190 million miles)
from Earth, in the world’s
first successful return of an
asteroid sample.(
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‘On Broadway’ documentary offers hope for New York theater

By MARK KENNEDY

AP Entertainment Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Broad-
way is down right now,
stfruggling to reopen after
being shuttered during the
pandemic. But it has been
down before and gotten
back up.

That's the message of “On
Broadway,” a new docu-
mentary celebrating the
history of the Great White
Way.

“"Broadway is resilient,” said
the film's director, Oren
Jacoby. “The story of that
resilience is really the mes-
sage. And we hope that in-
spires people and willmake
them want to support the
arts and want to go back
to Broadway.”

The 85-minute film fraces
how the fortunes of New
York's theater district have
gone up and down over
the decades, crashing in
the late 1960s after enjoy-
ing a Golden Age in the
‘40s and '50s. Though hard-
hit by the pandemic, the
flm offers hope that a re-
bound is possible.

“The film is a celebration
about this ability of Broad-
way to reinvent itself,” said
Jacoby. "Broadway kept
finding new ways to atftract
audiences and respond
fo the times and be in a
meaningful way a part of
people’s lives.

Jacoby inferviewed an A-
list of Broadway stars, in-

ALEC BALDWIN _CHRISTINE BARANSKI ALEXANDRA BILLINGS

JAMES CORDEN HUGH JACKMAN

JOHN LITHGOW |AN McKELLEM

HELEN MIRREN TOMMY TUNE AUGUST WILSON . GEQRGE C. WOLFE
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A FILM BY OREN JACOBY

This image released by Kino Lorber shows promotional art
for the documentary “On Broadway,” a new documentary
celebrating the Great White Way.

cluding Hugh Jackman,
Helen Mirren, Christine Ba-
ranski, James Corden, Alec
Baldwin, August  Wilson,
John Lithgow, Viola Davis
and lan McKellen. Some
others tapped to share their
views are Michael Eisner,

Associated Press

David Henry Hwang, Jack
O'Brien, Harold Prince, Mi-
chael Riedel, Jeffrey Seller
and George C. Wolfe.

Broadway was on top in
the ‘40s and '50s when big,
lush musicals “West Side
Story,” "Kiss Me, Kate, and

“Oklahoma,” among them
were what played on the
radio and drove Hollywood
films, while Arthur Miller and
Tennessee Wiliaoms made
playwrighting a high art.

All that crashed as New
York City flirted with bank-
ruptcy in the early 1970s
and pop music shiffed
away from musicals. From
1968-1972, attendance on
Broadway went from 10
million to less that 5 million,
a precipitous decline. The
documentary makes the
point that Broadway had
suddenly become uncool,
what your grandparents
liked.

A large part of the problem
was with Times Square itself,
which had become seedy,
filled with junkies and hus-
tlers. Lithgow calls it “a rat
hole” and Tommy Tune tells
of his visiting mom crying
when she first saw his apart-
ment in adjacent Hell’s
Kitchen.

“"On Broadway” explains
how live theater clawed its
way back, with city leaders
cleaning up Times Square
and with such creative
geniuses as Stephen Sond-
heim, Michael Bennett and
Bob Fosse making theater
an edgy, sexy draw again.
Interspliced with the past is
behind-the-scenes footage
of the modern-day play
“The Nap” as it navigates
Broadway, with a disap-
pointing first read-through

and nerves throughout.
The British import about a
snooker player lasted less
than two months on Broad-
way in 2018 and shows how
tfenuous the business of live
theater can be.

Jacoby included “The
Nap” for another reason:
It co-starred Alexandra
Billings, a transgender ac-
tor playing a fransgender
character. That gave him
a way to show how Broad-
way'’s stages have become
more diverse over the years
in ferms of race, ethnicity,
sexual orientation and now
gender identity.

“Theater has to touch the
hearts and souls of the wid-
est possible audience and
that’s why it's gotten better
and come to reflect more
and more what people in
our world really look like,”
said Jacoby, whose other
works include "Sister Rose’s
Passion” and “The Topdog
Diaries,” a portrait of play-
wright Suzan-Lori Parks.

By the late 1970s, Broadway
had rebounded, but its re-
covery was sfill fenuous un-
fil *Cats” captured popular
attention, pointing the way
in the ‘80s for mega-suc-
cesses and merchandising.
The British theater invasion
kept Broadway afloat dur-
ing the AIDS crisis and rock
returned with “Rent.”
Disney, "Wicked” and
"Hamilton"havebeen mod-
ern game-changers. [

Rolling Stones honor album ‘Tattoo You’ with 9 new tunes

In this Aug. 5, 2019 file photo, Ronnie Wood, from left, Mick
Jagger, Charlie Watts and Keith Richards of The Rolling Stones
perform in East Rutherford, N.J.

Associated Press

By MARK KENNEDY

AP Entertainment Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — The Rolling Stones are
celebrating the 40th anniversary of their
album “Tattoo You" with a remastered
collection that includes nine previously
unreleased fracks.

The newly-remastered 11-frack album
is out on Oct. 22, including songs “Hang
Fire,” “Waiting on a Friend” and the open-
ing frack, “Start Me Up.” The deluxe for-
mats will also include the albums “Lost &
Found: Rarities” and the 26-track “Still Life:
Wembley Stadium 1982."

The “Lost & Found: Rarities” albumincludes
the original “Living in the Heart of Love,” a
version of Jimmy Reed’s “Shame, Shame,
Shame,” a cover of Dobie Gray’s soulful
“Drift Away” and a reggae-tinged ver-
sion of “Start Me Up.” The release comes
as the rockers prepare 13 new dates on

their “No Filter” tour in the United States.
The new itinerary starts Sept. 26 in St. Louis
and extends info November. Released on
Aug. 24, 1981, “Tattoo You™ was a collage
of songs from the band’s sessions stretch-
ing back several years.

The Grammy-nominated “Tattoo You" re-
mains the last Stones album to hit No.1 in
the U.S. charts, peaking at the top spot on
Sept. 19 and remaining there for some 10
weeks.

The Rolling Stones received their first
Grammy nomination for album of the
year for “Some Girls” in 1978. The band’s
albums also include “Beggars Banquet”
in 1968, "“Let It Bleed” in 1969, “Sticky Fin-
gers” in 1971 and “Exile on Main St.” in
1972. Their singles “Honky Tonk Women”
and “(I Can’'t Get No) Satisfaction” have
been inducted into the Grammy Hall of
Fame.[
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New York Rangers goalie Henrik Lundqvist makes a save in overtime during an NHL hockey game
against the San Jose Sharks in San Jose, Calif., in this Tuesday, Oct. 30, 2018, file photo.
Associated Press

“It's time”: Star goaltender Henrik
Lundqvist retires at 39

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
King has called it a career.
Henrik Lundqvist, one of the
greatest goaltenders of his
generation, announced his
retirement Friday less than
nine months after heart sur-
gery.

“It's time,” the 39-year-old
Lundgvist wrote in a social
media post. “For the last 30
years, | have devoted my
life fo the game of hockey
and now it's fime to walk
away from the game | love
and begin a new chapter.”
The Swede starred for years
for the New York Rangers,
where he piled up 459 wins
along with a a 2.43 goals-
against average and 64
shutouts in 15 seasons.

He is sixth in NHL history
in wins, seventh in saves
(23,509), eighth in games
played (887), ninth in starts
(871), ninth in fime on ice
(51,816:51) and 17th in shut-
outs, according to the NHL.
He also helped Sweden
win gold at the 2006 Tu-
rin  Olympics. The Rang-
ers bought out Lundqvist’s
contact in September 2020
and he signed a one-year,
$1.5 million contract with
the Washington Capitals
in October. He never took
the ice after announcing
he had a heart condition.
The five-tfime All Star had
surgery in  January, but
didn’t begin workouts until
last month and became

an unrestricted free agent
July 28. The man known
as “King Henrik” was wildly
popular and his departure
from the Rangers was pain-
ful fo many fans, even if it
was expected with Igor
Shesterkin and Alexandar
Georgiev waiting in the
wings. His deal with Wash-
ingtfon came with the hope
of Lundqvist earning his first
Stanley Cup champion-
ship.Instead, he will head
intfo refirement. Lundqvist
said he was excited about
the future but did not detail
specific plans.

“There are many things |
love about the game: From
the excitement | felt as an
8-year-old at my first prac-
fice to the 15 years of but-
terflies | had every time |
took the ice in the greatest
city in the world,” he wrote.
“I'm extremely grateful for
what hockey has brought
me and faught me in life.
These lessons will never
leave me.” Lundqvist ap-
peared in 887 NHL regular-
season games, plus an-
other 130 in the playoffs.
He won the Vezina Trophy
as the league’s top godlie
in 2011-12 and he came
close to a championship
in 2014, leading the Rang-
ers to the Cup Final. He lost
postseason series to the
Capitals in 2009 and 2011,
then eliminated them in
2012, 2013 and 2015. The

Rangers released a state-
ment that ended with the
line: “Henrik is, and always
will be, a Ranger.”

The team said the retire-
ment was met with mixed
emotions and offered the
longtime face of the orga-
nization its best wishes and
heartfelt gratitude. It plans
to retire his No. 30 in a cer-
emony at a game this sea-
son. “Henrik's commitment
to excellence made him
one of the best goaltenders
to ever play the game of
hockey, and we are so for-
tunate to have witnessed
his greatness firsthand for
15 years,” the team said.
Lundgvist owns almost ev-
ery record for goalies in
Rangers history, including
victories, shutouts, playoff
wins and games played.
He set an Olympic record
for longest shutout streak
(172:34) between the 2006
and 2010 Games.
Lundqvist, who plays gui-
tar and has been known
to play charity events with
tennis great John McEnroe,
was a finalist for the NHL
Player Foundation Award
in 2014-15 for his work with
the Garden of Dreams
Foundation in New York.
His own foundatfion strives
to create positive change
in the lives of children and
adults  throughout  the
world through education
and health services..

Nadal out of U.S.
Open, ends season
because of injured foot

—

Rafael Nadal, of Spain, serves to Daniill Medvedev, of
Russia, during the men’s singles final of the U.S. Open tennis
championships in New York, in this Sunday, Sept. 8, 2019, file
photo.

Associated Press

MADRID (AP) — The U.S. Open lost some more star power
Friday Rafael Nadal is gone, undone by a chronic foot
injury that will sideline him for the rest of the season.

His announcement further depletes the year’s last major
fennis tournament, with Roger Federer already out as well
as last year's champion, Dominic Thiem.

Nadal's absence also clears one more possible hurdle for
Novak Djokovic, who now resumes his bid for a calendar-
year Grand Slam without one of his longfime rivals in the
men’s draw at Flushing Meadows.

“I am very sorry to announce that | won't be able to keep
playing tennis during the 2021 season,” Nadal said in a
video on social media. “But, as you know, | have been
suffering too much with my foot for the last year now and
I missed a lot of important events for me.”

Federer needs knee surgery and said last weekend he
would not play in New York. Thiem said this week he is
ending his season after injuring his right wrist in June.
Nadal, Federer and Djokovic share the men’'s record of
20 Grand Slam singles titles. Djokovic, in addition fo the
Grand Slam pursuit, will now be trying to move ahead
of his rivals. He won the Australian Open in February, the
French Open in June and Wimbledon in July.

Nadal and Federer also both sat out the U.S. Open last
year Nadal because of the pandemic; Federer because
he had two operations on his right knee in 2020.

The last time Nadal entered the tournament, in 2019, he
won it for one of his four frophies in New York.

The U.S. Open draw is next week and main draw play
starts Aug. 30. Federer (40), Nadal (35) and Djokovic (34)
have ruled men'’s tennis for more than 15 years, dominat-
ing the sport’'s most important tournaments and swap-
ping the No. 1 ranking.

Djokovic beat Nadal in the French Open semifinals and
the Spaniard then sat out both Wimbledon and the Olym-
pics because of fatigue.

Speaking in the video, the fourth-ranked Nadal said the
foot pain he has been battling most of his career is too
much. “During the last year | was not able to practice
and prepare the way | need to be competitive at the
standards | want to be,” he said. “The injury is nothing
new. It is the same injury | am having since 2005. In that
moment the doctors were very negative about my future
career. But, honestly, | was able to have a career | was
unable to ever dream about, so | am confident | will re-
cover again.”

Nadal insisted he is “going to fight every single day” be-
cause he is convinced he sfill has “a couple of beautiful
years” left in his career.
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Korda struggles, Hall shares lead at Women'’s British Open

CARNOUSTIE, Scotland (AP)
— Nelly Korda could barely
raise a smile after tapping
in for the first birdie of her
second round at the Wom-
en’s British Open.

On a day her putter turned
cold, it had taken 14 holes
for the world’s top-ranked
player to pick up a shot at
Carnoustie.

“Just a little punch of real-
ity that I'm human,” Korda
said.

Some of her big rivals had
no such problems Friday.
Georgia Hall, the 2018
champion, overcame a
double-bogey at the 15th
hole the start of a brutal
finish at the storied Scoftish
links course to shoot 3-un-
der 69 and take a share of
the 36-hole lead with Mina
Harigae of the United States
(67) on 7 under overall.
One stroke back was No. 4
Sei Young Kim (71), a major
champion from last year,
and Lizette Salas (69), who
finished second to Korda at
the PGA Championship in
June.

Lexi Thompson, looking to
add to her sole major win in
2014, shot 70 and was part
of a group of seven players
on 5 under.

Then came Korda, who
was with five others includ-
ing 2019 champion Hinako
Shibuno and last month's
Evian Championship win-

United States’ Nelly Korda tees off from the 2nd hole during the second round of the Women'’s
British Open golf championship, in Carnoustie, Scotland, Friday, Aug. 20, 2021.

ner Minjee Lee on 4 under.
Korda, the new superstar
of women’'s golf and the
recently crowned Olympic
champion, shot 1-over 73
and was one of only two
players in the top 17 on the
leaderboard to shoot over
par on another benign day
when the wind held off and
it felt almost balmy aft times
near the east coast of Scot-
land.Hall was hoping that
wouldn't last.

“I think it's about fime it
got windy,” Hall said, look-
ing ahead to conditions

at the weekend which are
forecast to furn much more
challenging. “It's proper
links golf and that's what
people want to see and
| think it makes golf much
more inferesting when
there's a lot of wind. So I'm
quite excited to play init.”
Hall, who won her favorite
event three years ago at
Royal Lytham, rolled in six
birdies in her first 14 holes
to move into a one-stroke
lead on ? under.

The double-bogey 6 at No.
15 dropped her into what

MLB to end 70-year parinership with
Topps trading cards

By MICHELLE CHAPMAN
AP Business Writer

Major League Baseball
is ending a 70-year rela-
fionship with trading card
company Topps after sign-
ing a new partnership with
a rival company.

The loss of the MLB partner-
ship immediately scuttled
a deal announced earlier
this year that would have
made Topps a publicly
fraded company.

The special-purpose acqui-
sition company Mudrick-
Capital Acquisition Corpo-
ration Il said Friday that its
agreement to merge with
Topps to take the compa-
ny public was terminated

by mutual agreement af-
ter it found out that MLB
and the league’s players’
union would not be renew-
ing their respective agree-
ments with The Topps Co.
when they come up for
renewal at the end of 2025
and 2022, respectively.

ESPN reported on Thursday
that it obtained a memo
from the Major League
Baseball Players Associa-
fion that a company creat-
ed by the sports merchan-
dise company Fanatics
that has yet to be named
will be the exclusive licens-
ee for baseball cards once
its current licensing agree-
ments expire at the end

of next year. The Fanat-
ics deal also includes the
players’ unions for the Na-
tional Basketball League
and the National Football
League, ESPN reported.
Fanatics did not immedi-
ately respond to a request
for comment.

The proposed deal with
Mudrick would've made
Topps a public company.
Topps, which was bought
in 2007 by former Dis-
ney CEO Michael Eisner
through his firm, The Tor-
nante Co., said in a pre-
pared statement on Friday
that it will now remain pri-
vate.

Topps said that it expects
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would shortly be a four-way
tie for the lead and she
parred her way home to
join Harigae, who rolled in
a long, winding birdie putt
at the last to complete a
round of 67 that contained
seven birdies in alll.

In the last five years at the
Women's Open, no player
has more rounds in the 60s
than Hall's nine and that is
filing the 25-year-old Eng-
lish golfer with confidence
heading into the weekend.
“I do feel very calm when
| am playing the British

in Boston.

to be able to make sub-
stantially all its current li-
censed baseball products
through 2025.

The company, created
in 1938, is best known for
baseball cards.

But Topps also makes
products for Major League

In this March 6, 2007 file photo, Topps baseball cards are seen

Open,” Hall said.

“It is just so nice to play in
front of the crowds. We
missed that last year and
to hear them cheering my
name is great. I'm having a
lot of fun.”

That's something Korda
didn’'t seem to have.

Even making a big right-
fo-left putt for birdie at
17 failed to cheer up the
world’s best player, who
parred her first eight holes
that were characterized by
a series of missed putts from
mid-range, even if her tee-
fo-green play was typically
strong.

“I don't think | hit it that
bad,” Korda said. “The only
thing | struggled on was
making those putts and
getting it close.”

Frustration got the better
of Korda as she bogeyed
No. 9, missing a putt from 8
feet, and No. 11 and further
missed chances at Nos. 12
and 13 didn't improve her
mood.The first of her two
birdies came at the par-5
14th after she reached the
green in two.

“Everyone keeps talking
about how I'm playing so
well, but I'm going to shoot
bad scores,” Korda said.
“I'm human.”

She only finished three
strokes off the lead, though.
And at least she made it to
the weekend. 4
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Soccer, UEFA Champions
League, Bundesliga, Na-
tional Hockey League,
Formula 1, Star Wars and
WWE and Garbage Pail
Kids. Its confections divi-
sion has brands including
Ring Pop, Push Pop and
Bazooka bubble gum.d



